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The readings for Sunday, January 1st: 
 First Reading, Numbers 6:22-27 
 Second Reading, Galatians 4:4-7 
 Gospel, Luke 2:16-21 

 
 
   In the Gospel, we heard that Mary the Mother of God “kept all these things, reflecting on 
them in her heart”. (Lk 2:19). Mary kept in her heart the events surrounding the conception and 
birth of Jesus. She united her desire with the Father's will, that the Savior would come. Mary 
desired the salvation of the world and the coming of the Kingdom of God. 
 
   First, we should reflect on the fact that the child in her womb was the Divine Son of God. The 
Incarnation is not a theological theory for people with upper-level degrees. It's more a 
statement of the Father's faithfulness and love. Mary's yes to God was to the union of our 
humanity with the divinity of God Himself for our redemption. This wonderful gift of God's love 
that was conceived in her womb and born in a stable, was the fulfillment of the prayer Moses 
received in the first reading. In Jesus, God looks with kindness on us and gives us peace. In 
Jesus, the children of God will be blessed. 
 
   Secondly, the appearance of the Mother of God in Salvation History signifies the fullness of 
time that St. Paul mentions in the 2nd reading. (See Gal 4:4). Mary is the ark of the New 
Covenant, carrying the Word of God within her. She is the virgin who will give birth to 
Emmanuel. Mary said yes to God's plan to intervene in human history. With Mary comes the 
Son of God to ransom our lives and make us sons and daughters of God.  
 
   Lastly, Mary's cooperation with the will of God was not an act of blind obedience. It was an 
act of maternal charity. Mary knew Jesus was Christ, the savior, and redeemer. Her magnificate 
teaches us that Mary knew the mission and purpose of the Son of God. She said yes to being His 
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mother so that through Him, we can call God, Abba, Father. In Jesus and through Jesus, she 
extends her maternal love to all of God's children, so that we can truthfully and lovingly call her 
Our Holy Mother. 
 
   In conclusion, ask yourselves how and where these truths influence your faith and your lives. 
Next time you pray the Hail Mary/Holy Mary payer, make the effort to say it to her because she 
is listening. Spend time reflecting on the readings, not as passages from a book, but as God the 
Father's will and desire for you.  
 
 

Love the Lord Jesus and His mother and let them love you. Now go in peace. 
 


